
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Mayor; James P. “Sean” Viars; Michael Duncan; 

James Lloyd; Peggy Hash. 

     

Council Members Absent:       Geary Jonas                      

  

Administration Present:  Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   Derek Breedlove, Police Chief  

        

Others Present: Mike Jones, Patrick Miller, Jim Wills                         
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Vice-Mayor Yontz. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Lloyd to approve 

the minutes of the July 26, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for: Hash, 

Yontz, Lloyd, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Patrick Miller complimented the town on the clean up after the Heritage Day event last month.  

He stated that by 9:45am on Sunday morning the grounds were clean, and no trash was left on 

the grounds. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None 

 



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - AUGUST 9, 2022- PAGE 2 

 

POLICE REPORT – None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Treasurer Patton presented Council with an expense report for 

Heritage Days expenses.  The total amount expended for the festival was $49,533.  Mayor Litz 

commented that this year’s festival had one of the largest attendances in the history of the event.  

Councilmember Duncan suggested that next year a separate port-a-john be placed near the 

vendors, so they do not have to stand in the lines for the bathrooms.  He added that the only 

complaint he heard the entire day. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Councilmember Viars asked if the town would be seeking legal 

actions.  Town Manager Childers stated that at this time no action will be taken. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated the rescue squad made $1,126 

selling concessions at Heritage Day.  He reported that the Rescue Squad answered 101 calls in 

June and 95 calls in July.  He stated that the Rescue Squad is currently working on grants for 

new monitors and a new ambulance.  These applications should be submitted within the next two 

weeks.   Councilmember Viars stated that he can possibly arrange some donations from local 

businesses for the Rescue Squad for next year.   

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton explained that the law enforcement 599 

funds were budgeted in the amount of $35,514, and the actual amount received for FY2022-23 

was $39,043.  She suggested that Council make an amendment to the budget in the amount of 

$3,529 to increase the revenue for 599 funds and $1,000 for the expense line-item part-time 

salaries and $2,529 for miscellaneous expenses in the police department.  A motion was made by 

Councilmember Viars and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to amend the budget by increasing 

police 599 funds in revenues and $1,000 for part-time salaries and $2529 for miscellaneous 

expense in the police department.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Yontz, 

Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

Treasurer Patton announced that the preliminary auditors from Hicok, Brown & Company will 

be onsite the week of August 15th.  Auditors with Robinson Farmer and Cox will be onsite 

August 29th and 30th. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report 
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he would like to have a public meeting to discuss the 

Downtown Revitalization project to receive public comments and ideas.  He added that he will 

advertise the meeting in the local paper and on social media.  Mayor Litz suggested that the 

meeting be heavily advertised and asked if the speed sign can be utilized to make citizens aware 

of the meeting.  Councilmember Duncan suggested that the newspaper do a story on the project.  

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the meeting can be the talk of the town topic.  Treasurer Patton 

stated that the town pays for advertising spots with WYVE that can be utilized as well and 

suggested Vice-Mayor Yontz request the ads when he records the talk of the town.   

 

Town Manager Childers presented Council with a quote from King Contractors for the retention 

pond on the Downtown project.  He explained that the quote is for the headwall, concrete, and 

the block to blend in with the block wall on the sidewalk project.    He explained that about 

$25,000 was saved by changing the matting to concrete for the pond.  He stated that the concrete 

will last longer than matting.  Mike Jones explained that a concrete headwall will be constructed 

with a wing and rock walls to match the walls on W. Baumgardner.  He added that a cap will be 

installed on top of the block with a fence on top of the block.  He stated that black chain link was 

included in the price, but for an additional cost a different type of fence can be used. He added 

that it will be graded off to allow rainwater to run over top of the block in the event of a large 

rain.  Councilmember Lloyd asked Mr. Jones if water will be running through the retention pond 

all the time.  He asked if mud and debris will be left in the bottom and if so, wouldn’t a rock base 

be a better option.  Mr.  Jones stated that water is not always present, and concrete will be a 

better solution because the grass and weeds will not grow up.   Councilmember Viars agreed that 

it will be more aesthetically pleasing to build the wall out of the same material that is on W. 

Baumgardner and the fence to match the one on the headwall.  Mayor Litz agreed that the 

concrete bottom will keep the area looking cleaner.  A motion was made by Councilmember 

Viars and seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve the engineering change order for King 

Contractors quote for a retention pond, and the town will pay what is above and beyond the 

CDBG Downtown Revitalization grant funds with the funds from the general fund balance.   The 

motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that Carolina Grading picked up the pace on the sewer project.   

He added that he thinks they will be out of the road before school starts on August 15th.  He 

stated that the I &I problems are improving as far as the amount of water flowing into the sewer 

plant.   Town Manager Childers stated that ARPA funds are being utilized for the sewer line 

project.  Mike Jones stated that all the sewer lines from Greever Street to the sewer are new.  

Town Manager Childers added that the new lines are also on Buck Avenue and some of Valley 

View Avenue.  The SSES study indicated that the I & I issue is minimal in other areas in town.  

He added that the Lane Group’s smoke testing has been successful.     

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the sidewalk project is going well, King Contractors will 

complete W. Baumgardner Avenue then move to Main Street in front of the old Randy’s 

building.  He added that King Contractors have been great to work with on this project and that it 

is good to see progress in town.   

 

Town Manager Childers reported that there is an absolute auction for the land adjacent to the lift 

station across from McDonalds.  Mayor Litz, Mike Jones, and Town Manager Childers discussed 

purchasing the property at auction to place the pump for the regional water connect.  He 
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mentioned that if this property is used for the pump the water lines would go under the road 

because the main line is on the opposite side of the road.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

after discussing this with Eric Herold of the Virginia Department of Health, a natural gas 

generator would be the best way to go.  Town Manager Childers explained that the natural gas 

line is already available at the entrance of Musser Lumber. Mr. Herold stated that if there is a 

power outage the water could continue to be pumped.  Mr. Jones suggested to either build a 

permanent pump station or install a temporary pump to pump water either way if the regional 

interconnect is made.  Town Manager Childers stated that grant funds are available for this type 

of project. He added that the downside is that they will not be accepting applications in the near 

future.  Town Manager Childers stated that Mr. Herold mentioned that a regional interconnect 

could move the grant application to the top of the list.  Town Manager Childers stated that he 

will have more information on this project later. 

 

Mayor Litz asked if the steps in front of the Carrico property on W. Baumgardner Avenue will 

be replaced as part of the sidewalk project.  Town Manager Childers stated that the contractor 

will be placing the steps on the resident’s property as part of the project.   

 

Mayor Litz asked if the street would be re-paved on corner of Miller Street and Parsonage 

Avenue. He stated that there is a large hole in the street, and it is almost impassable. Town 

Manager Childers stated that the contractor will pave after the sidewalk is poured and all 

entrances are installed.  He added that after talking to the contractor the grade on the plans is not 

correct and therefore more asphalt will be required on the project than originally projected.  He 

explained that the water is not flowing into the gutter pan to flow into the drop inlet.  He added 

that the purpose of this phase of the project is to get the drainage issues corrected to prevent 

flooding.   

 

Michael Duncan asked how much Cigarette Tax Revenue the town anticipates for this year.  

Town Manager Childers stated that the 2nd quarter amount is in line with what was received for 

the first quarter.  He added that the revenue will be approximately $110,000 annually. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for August 9, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Hash.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


